
 

Top 10 Presentation Tips  

for Roleplays 
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As competition season quickly approaches, use these 10 ideas to rock your roleplay all the 
way to ICDC! 
 

Approach the judge with a smile.  



 

● The first step to a successful roleplay is a solid first impression. Make sure you 
are enthusiastic and confident from the start. 

 
 
 

Ask for a seat- don’t just sit down!  
● After introducing yourself and shaking the judge’s hand, wait for his or her 

invitation to sit or ask for permission to sit. It may feel odd at first, but it’s the 
polite and professional thing to do. 

 

Know who is initiating the conversation.  
● Once you are seated, make sure to know if you are supposed to begin speaking 

or if the judge will start the roleplay. This information is found in the description 
of your roleplay scenario. 
 

Explicitly explain the performance indicators.  
● Use the exact wording that the role play gives you to ensure that the judge 

knows which indicators you are covering. For example, if you are supposed to 
“explain channels of distribution,” use that terminology when speaking. 
 

And cover ALL of them.  
● It is easy to forget to talk about one of the performance indicators. Write them 

clearly in your notes so you get all the points on the rubric! 
 



 

Use a visual.  
● Stand out from other competitors and get your message across clearly by 

adding something for the judge to look at in your conversation. It can be 
anything from a timeline to template social media post. 

 

Pause before answering questions.  
● Put some thought into the questions that the judge will ask you after you finish 

speaking. A fast answer is not always the best answer.  
 

Have questions prepared to ask the judge.  
● Regardless of what event you are in- it shows extra thought and engagement to 

ask the judge questions yourself. Ask when you can meet again or a question 
that is specific to the scenario. 

 

Walk away with a smile. 
● Just as you started, make sure to show gratitude by thanking the judge and 

shaking his or her hand- all with great enthusiasm. 
 

Make a friend.  
● At the end of the day, a roleplay is just a conversation between two people who 

love DECA. Take the pressure away and work towards making the discussion 
meaningful and genuine. 

 



 

 
With these 10 tips, you are right on your way to having the best roleplay of your DECA 
career. Virginia DECA wishes you luck- and can’t wait to see you in Orlando!  
 


