
 

How to Get to ICDC 

Without Going to SLC 
By Virginia DECA State Action Team 74 

 
Although the end of summer means the beginning of school, it also means the 
beginning of an exciting new year of DECA! And while the International Career 
Development Conference (ICDC) seems like ages away, it’s never too early to start 
daydreaming about spending almost a week in Orlando, FL!  
 
While you can always go to ICDC by qualifying in competition at the State Leadership 
Conference (SLC) in Virginia Beach, there are also a few other not so well-known ways 
to get to ICDC without going to SLC. Here is a compiled list of them: 
 



 

● THRIVE ACADEMY- DECA offers 3 categories of chapter campaigns: 
Membership, DECA Month (including the Global Entrepreneurship Week, 
Promotional, and Community Service Campaigns), and Advocacy. If your 
chapter completes the requirements for any 2 of the Membership Campaign 
categories OR completes any 2 of the DECA Month Campaigns, your chapter 
can earn 3 allocations to the Thrive Academy at ICDC! If you complete both of 
the aforementioned qualifications, your chapter can earn 6 allocations to the 
Thrive Academy- that’s 6 extra people from your chapter that can go to ICDC! 
○ For more information, visit: https://www.deca.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/06/Campaign-Guidebook.pdf 
 
● VIRTUAL BUSINESS CHALLENGE (VBC)- The Virtual Business Challenge is a 

DECA competitive event where participants operate a web-based business 
simulation utilizing a competition version of the Virtual Business software. The 
VBC qualifying rounds are conducted via the internet, where participants post 
competition scores for chartered association, regional and overall rankings. All 7 
VBC categories will contain 2 International Career Development Conference 
qualifying rounds. Challenge 1 takes place from October 23 through November 
2, 2018. Challenge 2 takes place from January 8 through January 18, 2019. 
For all tracks, the top two teams from each region (we are the Southern 
Region!) from each of the qualifying rounds will be eligible to compete at ICDC. 
There 7 VBC categories are as follows: 
○ Accounting 
○ Fashion 
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○ Hotel Management 
○ Personal Finance 
○ Restaurant 
○ Retail 
○ Sports 
○ For more information, visit the DECA guide, page 132: 

https://www.deca.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/07/2018_DECA_Guide.pdf 

 
● STOCK MARKET GAME- The Stock Market Game is an online competitive event 

where DECA members develop and manage a virtual investment portfolio of 
stocks, bonds, and mutual funds. Each participating team manages all aspects 
of the portfolio including asset selection, buying and selling. The goal of the 
competition is to increase the value of the portfolio. The Stock Market Game 
takes place from September 4 through December 14, 2018, and will contain 1 
ICDC qualifying event to take place in that period. The top 25 teams from each 
region (we are in the Southern Region!) will qualify to present their portfolio at 
ICDC (note- Students competing at ICDC in the Stock Market Game may not 
compete in another ICDC event). 
○ For more information, visit the DECA guide, page 128: 

https://www.deca.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/07/2018_DECA_Guide.pdf 
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● FIDM CHALLENGE- The Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising (FIDM) 
Challenge provides an opportunity for participants to present an entrepreneurial 
proposal for a new product idea for a specific market segment. They will pitch 
the new clothing, beauty, home, health, food or entertainment concept in a four 
minute YouTube presentation that will describe: the target market, the product 
offering with relevant benefits, the market potential with pricing and distribution 
plan, as well as a marketing launch strategy with collateral. The deadline to 
submit your YouTube video is February 3, 2019. The top three teams will be 
recognized on stage at ICDC. The overall winning team will be awarded a travel 
stipend to attend DECA’s International Career Development Conference. 
○ For more information, visit: https://www.deca.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/08/fidm_challenge.pdf 
 
● STUKENT SOCIAL MEDIA MARKETING CHALLENGE- The Stukent Social Media 

Marketing Challenge provides the opportunity for participants to compete in the 
world’s first social media marketing simulation used by top institutions around 
the world. Participants will test their social media marketing skills by managing 
a $50,000 budget in simulated ad dollars for a fictitious, global bag company. 
Their online strategy will include marketing on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
LinkedIn, YouTube and Pinterest. The Challenge will take place from October 15 
to October 29, 2018. The top three overall participants will be recognized on 
stage at ICDC in Orlando, Florida, and will receive a travel scholarship to ICDC. 
○ For more information, visit: https://www.deca.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/07/stukent-challenge.pdf 
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All of the campaigns, programs, and competitions mentioned here are subject to your 
chapter advisor’s approval, so be sure to discuss your interest with them. In the end 
our state advisor has to approve these special permissions slots (which she will), so 
be sure to let your advisor know what you want to work on. 
 
While making it to the International Career Development Conference may seem like a 
daunting task, using these competitive events and challenges can make your road to 
ICDC a reality! We wish you the best of luck for the upcoming year of DECA and can’t 
wait to see you at SLC and ICDC! 
 


